
On July 17, 2010, 

Marion Medical Mission 

volunteers and friends gath-

ered from all over the coun-

try to celebrate 25 years of 

the impossible.  Rev. Mwa-

sakifwa, Shallow Well Co-

ordinator from Tanzania, 

representing the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church of 

Tanzania Konde Diocese 

and Mr. Khosa, Shallow 

Well Coordinator from 

Northern Malawi, repre-

senting the Church of Cen-

tral Africa Presbyterian 

Synod of Livingstonia, 

were able to share this spe-

cial time with us.  

Mayor Butler, on be-

half of the City of Marion, 

issued a proclamation mak-

ing July 17, 2010, a day of 

honor and recognition for 

Marion Medical Mission 

and its volunteers. 

We received letters of 

congratulation from United 

States Senator Richard J. 

Durbin and United States 

Congressman Jerry F. 

Costello. 

July 17th was a time to 

recognize how God has 

blessed us year after yearð

decade after decadeð

miracle after miracle.  It 

was a time to celebrate over 

10,000 wells built over the 

last 20 years that provide 2 

million of the extreme poor 

in Africa with a sustainable 

source of safe drinking wa-

ter. It was a time to cele-

brate how Marion Medical 

Mission has grown from 13 

wells built in 1990 to 2,071 

wells built in 2009 in nine 

weeks providing an incredi-

ble 414,000 people with 

safe drinking water. It was 

a time to celebrate how 

God has brought us to-

gether despite our differ-

ences.  It was a time to 

celebrate how God has 

brought us together to do 

the impossible.  

July 17th was a day to 

look back over the last 25 

years and it was also a day 

to gather strength from 

each other because we have 

another mountain to climb 

and it is the most difficult 

yet. We continue on in our 

foolishness. This year, our 

goal is to build 2,500 wells 

which wil l 

mean  sa fe 

drinking water 

for half a mil-

lion of the ex-

treme poor in 

Africa. Is it 

possible?  No! 

It is absolutely 

impossible!  It 

is impossible to 

t r a n s p o r t 

25,000 bags of 

cement, each 

weighing 110 

pounds,   over 

thousands of 

square miles by 

bicycle, ox-

carts and by 

hand. It is im-

possible to locate and dig  

2,500 wells which will pro-

vide clean drinking water 
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Marion Medical Mission is an 

ecumenical, Christian, front-line, 

hands-on, volunteer, non-profit  

organization that responds to 

Christ's call to serve by working 

hand-in-hand with God's people in 

Africa.  
 

We show the love of Christ 

through projects that directly     

impact the African people,    

stressing self-help and             

sustainability.  

   
 

¶ 100% of all designated funds go 

to their designated purposes. 
 

¶ 100% of all undesignated funds 

go to the mission field in Africa 
 

¶ No overhead or administrative 

costs are deducted. 
 

¶ MMM is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

tax-deductible corporation. 
 

¶ For only $350 you can furnish a 

shallow well for a village in     

Malawi, Tanzania, or Zambia. 
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365 days a year. It is impos-

sible to raise the funds, to 

organize the villages, and to 

plan and resolve all the lo-

gistical problems with our 

African partners. It is ut-

terly impossible. 

   To accomplish the impos-

sible, we must rely on God. 

If God grants us yet another 

miracle, 500,000 people 

(300,000 children) will 

have safe drinking water 

before the end of this year. 

Be a part of this miracle.  

Support MMM with your 

prayers, with your dona-

tions (no gift is too small to 

make a difference), with 

your participation.      

Reverend  Mwasakifwa, Shallow 
Well Coordinator from Tanzania.  

Speaking at MMMôs 25th Anniver-

sary Celebration.  

Uchindami Kwa Chiuta     

Glory be to God. 



Volunteer Trip Reports ñ2009 

The following is an excerpt from Meg Presleyõs story which can be viewed in its entirety on our  website 

é.why return year after year to this boot-camp/fat-farm existence? 

Well, there is certainly something to be said for working with a won-

derful team of volunteers under the auspices of Marion Medical Mis-

sion in an effort to bring clean, safe, sustainable sources of drinking 

water to remote African villages suffering from devastating water-

borne diseases. This year alone, Marion Medical Mission worked hand

-in-hand with thousands of Africans to install over 2000 shallow water 

wells in Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia, bringing clean water to over 

400,000 people. What a privilege to be a part of such an effort!  But it 

is more personal than that. There is so much to be learned from these 

wonderful people and so much to be gained from working with this 

unique shallow water well program. Participating in miracles is pretty 

heady stuff, so let me mention a few of the more earthly perks that 

keep some of us returning year after year. 

 Empowerment. Imagine driving 

a big truck loaded with pipes, 

pumps and workers over rutted, 

incredibly steep mountain roads, 

goat paths and bridges made of 

sticks. Imagine what it feels like 

to hike for over an hour with 

African villagers up and down 

mountains, through vast valleys, 

banana groves and maize fields, 

across bare rock and parched 

earth to reach a well-site. The 

intensity of the experienceðthe 

hard work, concentration, heat 

and exhaustionðis staggering. 

Yet when you go to bed at night, 

you feel totally satisfied.  

Renewal. You are hot, tired, dirty 

and your brains and teeth have 

been rattled by the hour-plus 

drive over ox-cart paths and 

worse to the village. But then you 

dance and sing and laugh at the 

well-site with women celebrating 

the first clean water they have 

ever had in their village. And you 

watch the magical scene of chil-

dren rushing to put their hands in 

the sparkling clear water flowing 

out of the pump. It is absolutely 

impossible to leave without a re-

plenishment of your physical & 

spiritual energies. 

Purpose. Working with a team that shares the single goal of bringing clean water to over 2000 villages in a very short period of 

time tends to center and focus you in an amazing way. You find that your intentions and thoughts and actions are all totally in ac-

cord. Nothing extraneous is going on. The resultant sense of purpose, peace and the ñalrightnessò of life are extraordinary.  

Perspective. No one could walk away from an experi-

ence like the one afforded by working with Marion 

Medical Mission without having gained a broadened, 

more inclusive perspective of the world community. 

Walking to the well-sites surrounded by African vil-

lagers, it is all but written in bold letters across the 

blazing African sky: We are all one. It is a message 

that gets more deeply ingrained in my heart each year 

and I am ever so thankful for it.  

Harlod Nedson Malata, died on 24th July 2010 at  

Kasungu District Hospital in Malawi  
 

     Mr. Malata was the backbone of the Shallow Well Program 
in the Nkhoma Synod. Tens of thousands have safe drinking 
water because of his dedication, skill and hard work. As a di-
rect result of his efforts many are alive and healthy today.  
     To his family and friends we ask for the peace and comfort 
our Lord and Savior can bring.  
     We pray that through this ordeal all of us who knew him 
will renew our commitment and determination to make a dif-
ference in this world.  
     A number of our US volunteers were privileged to work 
with Mr. Malata. He took care of them and treated them as 
family.  He was much loved and will be sorely missed.  



WE GET LETTERS    

HEAVENS WELL  
The Preschool class at Lifelong Learning of Estes Valley in Estes Park, CO raised enough 

funds for 2 wells for a very special reason:...one of the children at the presentation was 

Heaven Malaika King-Bailey.  On June 7th, 2010 Heaven was killed in a tragic car accident.  

The children & families of the preschool decided to honor Heaven by raising money to buy 

a well in her honor. They are calling this, ñHeavenôs Wellò which is a wonderful name. At-

tached is a write up on Heaven  by her mother... Jim Nussbaumer, VP MMM 

~and God placed an angel among us~  Heaven loved meeting new people, making friends, 

telling jokes...she adored people, and dedicated herself to getting those around her to smile.  

Sometimes that meant being funny, other times that meant rubbing someoneôs back. She was 

very sensitive to what those around her were going through.. She absolutely loved life and 

looked to each day with fresh and animated excitement. Heaven was a precious treasure to 

all who knew her and will be deeply missed.   1/21/2006 ~ 6/7/2010 

  Heaven Malaika  King-Bailey 

 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION  

ñBoth my wife and I felt the 

worship service was wonder-

ful, very moving. But kept our 

commitment to God and recog-

nition of what we have re-

ce ivedðGodôs Grace.ò      

Robert Roberts, trip volunteer 
 

ñCongratulations on 25 Mar-

velous years of Godôs Bless-

ings! Iôm happy to send in my 

small donationé..thank you 

for letting me help in my way.  

L.A.M., Effingham,  

 

     

 
 

MMM NEEDS YOUR HELP  
 

     2,500 wells in 2,500 African villages in 3 countries  before the rains 

come in November.  Impossible!  The villages have been promised a well 

and are doing what they can; making the brick, providing the stone, sand 

and unskilled labor.  

     There are still 1450 wells that need to be funded this year.  1450 op-

portunities to provide life saving water for an average of 200 people per 
well, most of them children.   

     Be part of the impossible. Be part of a miracle.  Pray daily for God to 

bless this mission.  Fund a village well for $350ñor part of a well. 

     Matthew 25:40 -  The King will reply, òI tell you the truth, whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.ó 

 �³�4�X�R�W�H���I�U�R�P���D�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�U����Oh, God  we were anxious we 

did not believe they would come and give us water.  They came. God, you are 

good.  Thank  you God, for loving us so much.  Now our children have a 

chance for long life.ò 

YOUTH MAKING A DIFFERENCE  

Children at Vacation Bible School and donations collected by a Tuesday night Bible Study  

class have added up to $656.21.  ñéas a Pastor it warms my heart when I see the Body of 

Christ at work right in front of my eyes. We pray these funds will bless a community and 

provide fresh drinking water, but more so, that each person may find ñLiving Water,ò  and 

fall in love with the source, our blessed Savior, Jesus Christ.ò    

Rev. Darren Bess, Associate Pastor, FPC Ocala, FL 
 

The FPC youth in Tulsa  participated for the second year in the H2O Project. ñGiving up eve-

rything to drink except water is a Lenten discipline for many of our members, who give the 

money they save toward the wells project. The whole effort is organized and run by the 

youth of our church, giving them real buy-in to providing sustainable sources of safe drink-

ing   water to Africans, while they also learn how to be leaders in the church.ò   

Elaine Johnson, Associate Pastor          

  Addison & Macy Preiss are 7 this year, ñ...instead of receiving gifts they asked people to 

contribute to a well.ò  Rev. O. Wayne Shelksohn, Peoria, IL 
 

ñ...this donation is in honor of the 105th birthday of my friend, Margaret Walters.  She is a 

supporter and advocate for the well project.ò    June Erickson, Wisconsin        
 

 


