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        From a world perspec-

tive, Apocalypse now!! Torna-

does, floods, earthquakes, nu-

clear meltdown, revolutions, 

wars, terrorism, the global 

financial crisis, misuse of do-

nor funds. 

   Yet, we seek the way of 

Christ.  We need to protect 

and remember who we are.  

We lift the standard of Jesus 

Christ.  The world needs 

MMM!  We need MMM! 

   Building shallow wells is a 

righteous battle, a life and 

death struggle, one where the 

issues are clear and simpleð

there are no gray areas.  We 

need righteous battles, the life 

and death struggles between 

good and evil.  They give life 

meaning, purpose, and direc-

tion.  They provide a way for 

us to make a difference, a way 

for us to be needed.  There is a 

direct correlation, a perfect fit 

between the righteous battleð

having a meaningful life, mak-

ing a difference, being 

neededðand answering the 

call of Christ. 

   What we are talking about, 

what we are doing, what we 

are trying to do is impossible.  

In other words, it will not hap-

pen without Godôs blessing. 

   But, understand clearly, we 

canôt get up on the roof of the 

house and jump off expecting 

God to catch us.  We must use 

everything we haveðour 

heads, arms, legs, brains, re-

sourcesðeverything God has 

given us and then...give more.  

We must not just talk about it, 

we must do it. 

   Over 13,000 wells in the last 

20 years: the joy this generates 

in us and others pushes us for-

ward.  It is the light shining in 

the darkness to show us the 

way.  We need to follow the 

light.  We need to protect the 

joy that is MMM. 

   Thank you for your prayers.  

They are real, felt, and appre-

ciated. 

   Our 2011 goal is 2,500 

wells, and if we are to meet 

this goal, it will be because 

God makes it possible.  Many 

heads planning what many 

hands in one accord will be 

doing:  the work with one 

heart, the heart of Jesus. 

   If our eyes are on the world: 

apocalypse.  If our eyes are on 

Jesus: living water.  So, we 

press on, ever fighting the 

good fight of faith, grateful to 

God for His provision and 

how He alone can make a way   

out of ñno wayò. 

Blessings,  

 

Summer, 2011 

In This Issue: 

2,500 Wells in 2011  by Tom Logan Marion Medical Mission  

is an ecumenical, Christian,  

front-line, hands-on, volunteer, 

non-profit  organization  

that responds to Christ's call  

to serve by working hand-in-

hand with God's people in  

Africa.  

We show the love of Christ 

through projects that directly     

impact the African people,    

stressing self -help and             

sustainability.  

¶ 100% of all designated funds 

go to their designated pur-

poses. 
 

¶ 100% of all undesignated 

funds go to the mission field 

in Africa. 
 

¶ No overhead or administra-

tive costs are deducted. 
 

¶ MMM is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit tax-deductible corpo-

ration. 
 

¶ For only $400 you can fur-

nish a shallow well for a vil-

lage in Malawi, Tanzania, or 

Zambia. 
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Mequon, Wisconsin ï The 2011 Va-

cation Bible School at Crossroads 

Presbyterian Church chose Marion 

Medical Mission as their VBS mission-

ary project.  Four hundred twenty-four 

youth, ages 0-18 donated $3,184.99 to 

provide clean, safe, sustainable drink-

ing water to children in Malawi, Tan-

zania and Zambia.   

     The churchôs congregation was 

challenged by VBS kids to participate 

in the fundraiser.  This resulted in 

church  members  cont r ibut ing 

$2,354.90, bringing the total money 

raised to $5,643.89.  Their efforts will 

build 14 shallow wells.  Praise God. 

     In addition to raising money, VBS 

volunteer, Deb Krygiel, organized sev-

eral activities designed to teach the 

kids about Africa and the MMM Shal-

low Well Program.  They colored maps 

of Africa, made bricks from clay, dis-

cussed the basics of well building, fil-

tered water through sand and rock, and 

ultimately used the 400 bricks they had 

made to build 4 model wells.   

Creative Fund Raising 

Davidson, North Carolina ï Ben Wyatt 

was in 7th grade when he learned of the 

desperate need for safe drinking water in 

Africa.  He organized a fundraiser and 

received $800. That was not enough to 

fund a well through the organization he 

was working with.   

     During his search for another over-

seas project, he was introduced to MMM 

volunteer Hayden Boyd. Hayden visited 

the Wyatt home and shared the MMM 

story.  Marion Medical Mission was ex-

actly what Ben was looking for.  He do-

nated the $800 to MMM which paid for 

not one, but two wells!  Ben donated  

funds for another well in 2010.   

     This year Ben decided to raise money 

for 10 wells by April 22nd, his 13th 

birthday. To do this he needed to raise 

$4000.  The plan?  Sell raffle tickets 

through his organization, One World.  

He created a video, posted it on his 

Facebook page and added a donation 

button.  Benôs video was a hit!  By his 

birthday deadline God had not only met, 

but exceeded Benôs expectations:  

enough money was raised to fund 11 

wells. 

    Prizes for the raffle winners were an 

iPad, Solo HD Headphones, and an iPod 

Nano.  Ben continues to raise money for 

more MMM wells in Africa.  You can 

learn more about Benôs Shallow Well 

Fundraiser and ñOne Worldò at  

http://on.fb.me/eqPQzk. 

Williamson, New York ï Erin Denton 

of Williamson Presbyterian Church 

heard about the desperate need for 

clean drinking water in Malawi, Africa, 

and presented the need to her church in 

a slide presentation and song.  She 

asked the members of her congregation 

to donate their loose change to buy 

Shallow Wells.  The church readily ac-

cepted the challenge and set a goal to 

raise the money to fund 3 wells.  They 

began collecting change in a large wa-

ter bottle located at the back of their 

sanctuary.  Sadly, someone stole the 

water bottle  out of the church.  The day 

after the loss was discovered, a local 

news station aired the story of the theft, 

and donations poured in.    

 The church collected enough money to 

fund 9 wells, 3 times their original goal.   

     The ñicing on the cakeò came when 

the church entered a float in William-

sonôs Apple Blossom Parade.  The pa-

rade theme was ñSplish Splashò and 

they knew their water project was a 

perfect match.  The churchôs float won 

first prize, $400, the cost of another 

well. 

Do you have any stories of creative 

fundraising ideas? Contact the MMM 

office and we may feature your story 

in an upcoming newsletter. 

Ben Wyatt, Davidson, NC 

http://on.fb.me/eqPQzk


     Mr. Khosa was one of the first Field 

Officers hired by MMM in 2000.  Sev-

eral years later, in 2008,  he became the 

Coordinator of the Shallow Well Pro-

gram in northern Malawi.  He super-

vises 8 Field Officers in the Synod of 

Livingstonia and the Coordinators in 

Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia.  

     Under his leadership the Field Offi-

cers in the Synod of Livingstonia  built 

1160 wells in 2010, providing clean, 

safe drinking water for more than 

174,000 Malawians.  Praise God!     

Mr. Khosa is honored to have been able 

to be a part of a team that has done so 

much to improve the lives of so many 

of his people.  He is a Christian with a 

strong belief that more action and  

fewer words makes for a better world. 

     In 2000  he received a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Environmental 

Health. He also has a degree in Public 

Health from the University of Malawi. 

Mr. Khosa lives in Mzuzu, Malawi, 
with his wife Faith and 2 children. 

Vyalema Khosa 

Coordinator, Malawi 

Fiskani Chirwa, Field Officer 

 Embangweni, Malawi 

The Key To MMM Success:  Coordinators and Field Officers 

     Coordinators and Field Officers are the key link to the rural African communities served through the Shallow Well Pro-

gram.  Currently there are 19 Field Officers and 4 Coordinators. They are experts in organizing communities and teaching vil-

lagers how to maintain their protected drinking water source.  Each Field Officer is responsible for the construction of at least 

100 wells every year and for the functionality of all wells in their area.   

 

     MMM coordinators and field officers provide technical knowledge, cultural insight, leadership, and oversight throughout 

the year for all who participate in the Shallow Well Program.  They are courageous, caring people,  who are dedicated to shar-

ing the love of Jesus and making a difference in the lives of their fellow countrymen. 

 

    These men are vital to MMMôs Shallow Well Program. Several still need sponsors for 2011 and all are in need of sponsor-

ship for 2012.  If God is laying it on your heart and has provided the means, contact us at:  

 618-997-5365 or e-mail  

tomjloganmmm@gmail.com 

ñIn the areas of the country where the 

government cannot drill bore holes, the 

Shallow Wells have uplifted the lives of 

the people and their health has improved.  

This program works in even the most 

remote areas of Malawi. Many of the 

Field Officers were born into poor fami-

lies and since childhood have witnessed 

the devastation caused by unclean water.  

The Shallow Well Program gives them a 

way to change that.ò 

-Fiskani Chirwa 

     Growing up in a rural area, Mbiri 

village, Mr. Chirwa witnessed the 

deadly results of drinking water from 

unprotected sources. He developed an 

interest in water and sanitation, which 

led him to study Public Health. In 1996, 

he received a Diploma in Public Health 

at the University of Malawi  Polytech.  

      When offered a job with MMM in 

2000, ñI jumped on it because its objec-

tives were in line with my dreams ï that 

is, the wish to give protected water to 

the rural masses.ò   He has been a Field 

Officer ever since and also worked as 

Functionality and Sustainability Officer 

in 2009.  In 2010, Mr. Chirwa was re-

sponsible for the coordination, con-

struction, and installation of 150 wells, 

bringing  the total wells in his area to  

1059! 

     Mr. Chirwa is married to Murry 

Tweya. They have three children: 

Nancy, Ben, and Ian. They are also 

raising the children of Mr. Chirwaôs 

brother and sister who passed away: 

Thandie, Blessings, Wongani Kisebe,  

Joel,  and Lucy.  

     They attend church at the Lou-

don Congregation, Loudon Mission 

S t a t i o n , 

where Mr. 

Chirwa is a 

deacon and 

Director of 

the Reve-

l a t i o n 

Choir. 

 

Embangweni 

ñMarion Medical Mission loves to 

work with communities hand in hand 

and that is my philosophy on how to 

achieve greater success together.  To-

gether we make the world a better 

place to live, less diseases and greater 

health.ò 

-Vyalema Khosa 



Want to make a difference?                                                                                                                          
Donorõs Name:_________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________ 

Need a presentation at your church or organization? We may have a volunteer near you.  Please contact us at:  

(618) 997-5365, President Tom Logan: tomjloganmmm@gmail.com, or Administrative Assistant Dana Barnett: 

danabmmm@gmail.com  
 

We also have a Power Point presentation about MMM and the Shallow Wells program, and a DVD featuring 3  

different segments about MMM and the Shallow Wells program:  Please send your request along with $10 for each 

item ordered to cover our shipping and handling expenses. 
 

We can help you with bulletin inserts, display photos, brochures, and additional newsletters. Please help us get 

the word out that MMM is working hard in Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia, and making every donated penny work 

hard too!  
 

Our web site is a wealth of information: http://marionmedical.org.  Visit us on Facebook: Marion Medical Mission 
 

Do you have any inspiring messages or stories that you would like to share?  Please send them to us by mail or     

e-mail Dana at:  danabmmm@gmail.com. 

Detach the above form, check the project designation of  your        and send your donation to: 
 

Marion Medical Mission  
1412 Shawnee Drive  
Marion, IL 62959 

* If you are donating $400.00 for a Shallow Well and want to include a donation for administration,  

please ADD $20.00 since the full $400.00 is needed and will be used accordingly. Thank you! 
 

Important Reminders:   
Õ Please note that the cost of a Shallow Well is $400.00. 

Õ Note the designation of your donation on your check. 

If this gift is in honor or in memory of someone and you would like us to send out an acknowledgment, please provide the information below: 
Gifts in honor ______ or in memory ______ of:  Name:    _____________________________________________ 
       Alternative Christmas Gift ____  Address:_____________________________________________ 
 

Wells: $400 for each shallow well, providing a village of approximately 100 to 300 people with clean, safe drinking water. 
             (Those who have sent in or are fundraising at $350 per well, MMM will honor this amount) 
         $________for shallow wells (# of wells ______) 
          $________to help build a shallow well 
 

Schools:          
 $________for a childõs transportation fee for the Embangweni School for the Hard of Hearing 
  $________for the scholarship fund to send a student to secondary school for a year. 
          $________for teacher training workshops. 
          $________for school supplies. 
          $________for school building projects. 
 

Other: 
            $________to sponsor a Field Officer. 
          $________designated to help cover MMMõs administrative costs (stamps, etc.). 
         $________for hospitals. 
          $________for community capacity building: Skills, training and sustainable development.   
          $________undesignated to be used in the mission field in Africa as needed.  
          $________for the following approved project: __________________________________________________. 

(OPTIONAL) Please apply 5% of my donation for administration*: YES ____ NO____ 



     Some images arenôt easily forgotten:    

There were things that brought strong 

emotions: the child-like joy of blowing 

bubbles for the children at the well and 

watching as they overcame their puzzle-

ment and started chasing the bubbles 

dancing on the ever present wind; hope 

manifested in a father, who spoke very 

good English and came to the well to 

say thank you. He was holding his first 

child, a two month old girl named 

Praise.  He said, ñNow I am free to be-

lieve she will live to grow up.ò 
 

     There were moments of spiritual 

insight: like when I was walking up a 

hill behind a group of children. Among 

them was a small boy dressed in a           

t- shirt with 5 or 6 holes in the back and 

no hem. He had no shoes and was wear-

ing no underwear, yet he and his friends 

were laughing, excited, and happy. I 

thought, ñWhat an impact the advertis-

ing industry has upon our souls by     

creating and promoting the great illu-

sion that we can't live happily without 

certain things.ò  Consider the lilies of 

the field. 
      

     I am amazed at the parallels between 

those on the road to Emmaus and those 

of us who went to Malawi:  the close-

ness of the two, the kindness of the 

strangers, the way  their hearts burned 

within and their eyes were opened. 

One of our group said, "God lives in 

Africa!" To travel with MMM is to 

know that God must dwell in many 

hearts for the miracle of 2500 wells to 

happen.  

Read the complete story on-line at 

www.marionmedicalmission.org. 

Volunteer     Trip     Reports 

Sounds & Sights of Mission 2010  by Rev. Jeff Grote  

The Top Ten:   

1) Make-up, hair products, dress cloth-

ing, deodorant and bras are not im-

portant.  

2)  Fifty-four year-old bladders CAN 

go for 14 hours without going é 

not happily, but it can be done.  

3) When a chimbuzi (pit toilet) is 

found, itôs best to lose the under-

wear first thing.  And itôs still a test 

of endurance to go while holding a 

squat position.  

4) Heterosexual men can and do hold 

hands, but even married men and 

women may NOT in public.   

5) Eggs travel best in the glove box.  

6) Sunday is a day of restðand a good 

day to catch up on using the bath-

room. 

7) Female breasts are just bottles and 

may appear at any time the baby is 

hungry é even at the dinner table. 

8) Just because something is hard 

doesnôt mean it isnôt good, and 

sometimes itôs good because itôs 

hard. 

9) There is no, and I repeat NO cor-

relation whatsoever between pros-

perity (material wealth, financial 

abundance, enhanced standard of 

living) and joy. Malawians are 

among the poorest, yet most joyful 

people I have ever encountered any-

where in the world.  

10) There is an intrinsic value in    

      ñgoingò to personally help our   

 Christian ñbrothers and sistersò on the 

other side of the world that transcends 

ñsending money.ò 

  The Food - It is beyond the compre-

hension of many Africans that we donôt 

have to grow gardens to survive.  The 

concept that our diets are so varied that 

we can eat Chinese, Thai, Mexican, 

American, or a host of other foods 

doesnôt register with them. Most of 

their diet consists of nsima, cassava, 

chicken (on a good day), ground nuts, 

and fish (if they live near the lake).   

The People ï During the second week, 

we traveled to the most remote villages 

yet. It was an extremely long drive over 

very difficult roads or no roads, terrify-

ing bridges, and long hikes to the well 

sites.  The people who live in this re-

mote area of the bush are BEAUTI-

FUL! They are lovely, lovely human 

beings who greeted us so graciously 

and so appreciated the protected water 

they received.             (to be  continued) 

      

     To read more from Darlaôs trip 

journal, check out the Marion Medi-

cal Mission Facebook page. Darla  and some new friends. 

                  The Things I Learned in Africa (Part I) by Darla McKeown 



           Marion Medical Mission is thousands of people from all over the United States and Africa who share the love of Christ 

by providing the extreme poor with a sustainable source of safe drinking water. We are privileged and blessed with the 

opportunity to participate in this miracle. Water means life and the wells provide it. As a result, our lives are renewed, filled 

with purpose and meaning, all thanks to Jesus Christ. 

     This will be a difficult trip. Our 2011 goal is to build 2,500 shallow wells before the rains stop us in November. For six 

intense weeks our teams will be traveling to remote areas where there are no roads, electricity or plumbing; we will be working 

hand in hand with villagers and the African Shallow Well workers. Please pray for the volunteers listed below, the Shallow 

Well Program, and our African brothers and sisters daily.   ñ...pray for us...ò  I Thessalonians  5:25 

Marion Medical Mission 
1412 Shawnee Dr.  

Marion, IL 62959 

618-997-5365     Fax 618-997-5366 

www.marionmedical.org 

admin@ marionmedical.org 
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Team 2   October 9 - October 30 
Tom & Jocelyn Logan -  Marion,Illinois 

Paul Adams -  Monticello, Illinois 

Anthony Castillo - Denver, Colorado 

Dan & Ellen Doshier - Yellville, Arkansas 

Tim Exley - Roswell, Georgia 

Mara Fienhold - Marion, Illinois 

Doug Kee - Plymouth, Michigan 

Bob Koster - Northridge, California 

Bill Krech - Thomasville, Georgia 

Charles Lewis - St. Simons Island, Georgia 

Rene Moquin - Estes Park, Colorado 

Jim Nussbaumer - Estes Park, Colorado 

Meg Presley - Birmingham, Alabama 

Betty Samelson - Colorado Springs, CO 

Ron Shult - Shelbyville, Illinois 

Richard Stracke - Pardeeville, Wisconsin 

Stephen Woxland - Pardeeville, Wisconsin 

GA Communications  

435 Creamery Way Suite 400  

Exton, PA 19341 

800-355-6268  www.gaprc.com 

have donated their time and  

resources to print our newsletter.  

2011 Mission Trip by Tom Logan 

Team 1   September 18-October 9 
 

Tom & Jocelyn Logan - Marion, Illinois 

John Hayden Boyd - Davidson, North Carolina 

Tim Exley - Roswell, Georgia 

Raymond Fritts - North East, Pennsylvania 

Edwin King - Marion, Illinois 

Joel Magee - Erie, Pennsylvania 

Kenneth Manwaring - Thomasville, Georgia 

Steve & Darla McKeown - Herrin, Illinois 

Jim Nussbaumer - Estes Park, Colorado 

Meg Presley - Birmingham, Alabama 

Cassie Ratliff - Birmingham, Alabama 

Jerry Roush - Quincy, Illinois 

Greg Sesler - Erie, Pennsylvania 

Annette Smith - Quincy, Illinois 

Hugh & Paulette Stempfley -  Quincy, Illinois 

Peter Vanderveen - Estes Park, Colorado 


