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Grace, peace, and mercy be to you from God 
our Father, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Last month, Pastor Marlin and I switch 

months so that I could write this newsletter article; my 
last newsletter article while I am here as Our Redeemer’s 
intern.  I was very thankful that Pastor Marlin suggested 
that we switch months.  This came from the fact that I 
was having a difficult time of thinking of what to put in 
my last newsletter article.  A month has passed since we 
switch months, and I am still  having a hard time of 
thinking of something to write about for this newsletter 
article. 
 
The reason that I am having a hard time with this 
newsletter article comes from the fact that I had a 
wonderful time here at Our Redeemer, and I know that 
August 8th is going to be a sad day for me.  I have been 
asked several times if I am getting excited to go back to 
Columbus.  I am not.  This past year has been (by far) 
the best part of my seminary education.  I have loved 
getting to know all of you this past year, and I wish that I 
could continue to worship and serve our crucified and 
risen Lord and Savior here at Our Redeemer. 
 
As I sit back and reflect on the past year, I find it 
appropriate that the internship year starts and stops 
during the Ordinary Time part of the church year.  
(Ordinary Time is also known as the Season After 
Pentecost.)  My year here at Our Redeemer has mirrored 
this part of the church year. 
 
The season of Ordinary Time starts right after the day of 
Pentecost.  The first reading for Pentecost is Acts 2:1-21, 
and I want to take a quick look at a couple of verses 
from this text.  In Acts 2:1, we read that all were present.  
And in verse 12, we read that all were amazed and 
perplexed. 
 
Over the past year, all of you have helped me grow 
during by our coming together.  We came together in 
worship, in Bible studies, in ‘church’ meetings, in 
outreach activities, and in times of fellowship.  When we 
came together, we laugh and we cried.  When we came 

together, we shared our joys and our sorrows.  When we 
came together, we were amazed and we were perplexed.  
When we came together, we were able to see how God 
has been and is continuing to be active in our lives, in 
our families, and in the church.  When we came together 
over the past year, you have helped me grow as a child 
of God and as person who has been called by God to the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament within the ELCA.  
Because of this, I want to say thanks to each one of you.  
Thanks. 
 
The season of Ordinary Times ends with Christ the King 
Sunday.  The Gospel lesson for Christ the King Sunday 
this year is Luke 23:33–43.  Luke 23:33 states, “When 
they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right 
and one on his left.”  The season of Ordinary Times ends 
with the crucifying of Jesus.  Everything that we did this 
past year focused on our crucified and risen Lord and 
Savior – Jesus the Christ, and this is how it needs to be.  
 
Therefore, it is very appropriate that internship starts and 
stops during the season of Ordinary Time.  My time here 
at Our Redeemer has been a season of growth.  My time 
here at Our Redeemer has been a season that had me 
amazed and perplexed as I learned how God has been 
active in each and every one of our lives.  My time here 
at Our Redeemer has been a season that we all focused 
on our crucified and risen Lord and Savior as we cared 
and shared the Gospel, and we have all grown because of 
this focus. 
 
And again, I want to say thanks for the wonderful year.  
You will always be part of who I am and of my ministry.  
I look forward to seeing all of you again.  In the 
meantime, my mailing address for the next year is 1754 
Creeksedge Dr Columbus, OH 43209.  My phone 
number is 614-238-0859, and my email addresses are 
tacollinge@gmail.com and 
tcollinge@trinitylutheranseminary.edu.  
 
Take care and God bless, and continue to care and share 
the Gospel of our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus the 
Christ. 
 
Tom Collinge 



 

 

 

Blessings on all those who will be 
celebrating their Birthday or 
Anniversary this month.  We pray 
that your day will be special and 
your celebration joyous. 

 (Have we missed anyone? If so, we 
are sorry---please notify the church 
office so we can update our records.) 
 
 

Birthday 
1st  Jane Otte 
      Robert Meyer 
5th  Matthew Richmond 
6th Aodhan Durham 
7th  Mickey Ashe 
      Lonnie Manning 
9th   Gary Boblett 
12th Paulette Stempfley 
14th Former Intern Matt Holmes 
19th Lois Smith 
22nd Kim Meyer 
23rd Anna Frerichs 
26th Jonah Goot 
27th Curtis Hayes 
28th Marsha Larson 
30th Amanda Hayes 
 
Anniversary 
3rd    Dean & Francine Snider 
5th    Rev. Marlin & Jane Otte 
6th    Dennis & Pat Jones 
22nd  Lee & Marsha Larson 
28th  Dale & Evvie Walker 
 
 
 

            Email Addresses: 
Pastor Otte: 
            pastor@orlmarionil.org 
Intern Tom:              
 intern@orlmarionil.org 
Church Secretary: 
         secretary@orlmarionil.org 
Prayer Requests:                
prayer.request@orlmarionil.org 
Web site: www.orlmarionil.org  
 
 
Our Redeemer Lutheran’s New 
Address:150l Broeking Road 

    Marion, IL  62959 
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LAY ASSISTANTS 
8:00 AM                 10:30 AM 
1st Mary H.                    Caroline P. 
8th Mary H.                    Caroline P. 
15th Valerie T.                  Curtis H. 
22nd Valerie T.                  Curtis H. 
29th Rosemary S.             JoAnn N. 

 
 

ACOLYTES 
      8:00 am                 10:30 am 
1st Hayley R.                 Alissa B. 
8th Anna F.                      Cody S. 
15th Alissa B.               Hayley R. 
22nd Cody S.                    Anna F. 
29th Hayley R.                Alissa B. 
 
If you are unable to serve, please contact 
another acolyte to substitute for you. 
 

 
 

USHERS 
8:00 AM                    10:30 AM 
Gary Boblett            Dean Snider 
Joey Boblett            Curtis Hayes               
 

 
 

� GREETERS�  
8:00 AM   10:30 AM 
Yvonne Richert  TBA  

 
 

$ OFFERING COUNTER $ 
Dean Snider 

 
 

COMMUNION 
PREPARATION 

8:00 AM  10:30 AM 
August 1 & 8 

Yvonne Richert           Jill Childers 
August 15, 22, & 29 

Yvonne Richert        Karolyn Graff           
 

 
 

� MUSICIANS�  
8:00 AM    10:30 AM 
1st Connie                          Sally 
8th Jane                              Jane 
15th Jane                            Jane 
22nd Connie                       Sally 
29th Jane                            Jane  
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(1st & 3rd Sundays)   

 
















Feeling disconnected or in need 
of prayer and spiritual support? 
Join this group and connect with 
one another through the Word, 
discussion and prayer. Contact is 
Caroline Price 922-6064. 
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  9:00 am  
 August 5 

(Note: Bring your June Lutheran 
Woman Today.) 
This group meets at 9:00 am the 
1st Thursday of each month at 
ORL.  All women are welcome! 
Contact is Margaret Corse 997-
4067. 
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Lutheran Men in Mission meet 
for breakfast & study at Ryan’s 
Family Steak House. Contact is 
Pastor Otte 967-4450. 
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They will not meet in August but 
will resume in September.  
 

 
 
 



   Our Deacon Ministry through  
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June Totals : 
                                               
Soup Kitchen: Meals 1,874 
               (children): 256         
Food Pantry: Families: 301                         
  (new) 45      
Utility Assistance: Families: 12 
Rent Assistance: Families:  20 
Temporary Shelter: Families: 4 
Transients:  Individuals: 0 
Miscellaneous: Families: 6 
Hygiene kits: 101   YTD: 858 
 

Donations may be mailed to: 
Marion Ministerial Alliance 
103 E. Calvert, Marion, IL  

 “Kindly Gifts in Kind” 
Food Items Needed: crackers, 
mac & cheese, canned soups, box 
dinners, cereal, canned vegetables 
& fruit, pork & beans, pasta, rice, 
instant potatoes, corn bread mix, 
tuna, toilet paper, & powder 
laundry detergent. Health Items 
Needed: shampoo, deodorant, bar 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes.  
 
Place items in basket under the table in 
the entryway.  Thanks to all who donate! 
 
 

Project: MANNA 
Soup Kitchen 

ORL Next Serves: 
 

September 7 - 10 
 

Call Margaret Corse (997-4067) 
and join in this great cause to feed 
the hungry.  You will be blessed! 
 

“ Christmas in August” 
Canned Goods 

Needed for MMA 
 

At the last Marion Ministerial 
Alliance meeting, Director J. R. 
Russell shared that food donations 
are down and people in need are 
up.  That is a bad combination.  
Last month 45 new families 
needed help from the food pantry.  

There are more children at the 
soup kitchen because school is out.  
Please help restore the food pantry 
shelves to “Christmas” fullness by 
giving an extra special bag of 
canned goods. 

 
 
                    Kroger Card                                           
  Fundraiser 

                 Continues… 
For the period of 6/13 through 
7/10 reloads totaled $1,690  
combined with previous month’s 
of $1,150 totaled $2,840.  No 
rebate during this period.    Your 
continuing support is appreciated! 
 All proceeds will go to ORL 
Youth Ministries If you do not 
have a Kroger Gift Card or need a 
new one, see Pastor Otte. 

 
 
Over the past year, ORL has added 
a PowerPoint presentation at 
Sunday’s worship services, created 

a website, changed 
how we 
communicate on 
Facebook, and 
added Twitter. 

 

We now have the ability to send 
out email updates to individuals 
who would like to receive them.   
Currently we have set-up 12 email 
distribution lists, and they are: (1) 
ORL updates, (2)  Choir, (3)  
Council, (4)Bible-in-a-Year, (5) 
lectionary texts, (6) ELOGOS, (7) 
God Pause, (8) LMM, (9) 
Newsletters, (10) Prayer Requests, 
(11) WELCA, and (12) Youth. 
 

If you would like to receive prayer 
requests or a daily devotional, visit 
our website 
(http://www.orlmarionil.org/volunt
eer.)  You will be prompted to 
enter your email address and 
password.  If I have your email 
address, your email address is on 
our database, and your default 
password is your first name and 
the first letter of your last name 
(all lower case without a space).  
Questions, contact Intern Tom. 

  
Women of ELCA 

Southern Conference Fall 
Fellowship Day 

Tuesday, September 14 
at DeSoto City Park 

$6 registration & lunch 
Registration begins at 9:30 am. 
Marjorie Kemp of Shawnee 
Alliance Services for Seniors will 
present the program.  Lunch 
served. RSVP by September 6 to 
Barb Froemling 618-426-3253 or 
Marlene Schroeder 618-529-9262. 

�  
Mark Your Calendar:  Sept. 
18-19 “Gather at the River” 
WELCA Synod Retreat and Get 
Away in Alton, IL. 

�  
Committee for Funeral Meals 
We need at least 20 people (men 
and women) to help with funeral 
meals as needed.  Please sign up 
on the bulletin board.  Paulette 
Stempfley (997-3610) will be 
coordinating the meals.   

�  
Start thinking about items for 
the “Country Store”  which will 
be held in conjunction with the 
Bratwurst Dinner in October. 

 
����

Annual Marion Area 
Churches Golf Scramble-

Sat., October 2 at Lake of 
Egypt Golf Course. 

6-persons teams - $40 per player.  
Registration deadline September 
26.  See flyer on bulletin board. 
Let’s get an ORL Team and win 
this thing! 

 
 

Natalie West & 
Josh Knight on 
July 24 - God’s 
blessings on this 

marriage and the joining of two 
families. 
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Sign up on the bulletin board if 
you are interested in joining the 
ORL group attending the So. Il. 
Miners game 7:00 pm Saturday, 
August 28.  Tickets are $5.  (We 
will purchase the tickets on 
August 15th.) 
������������������������
Adult Fellowship hosts are needed 
for future months. Please sign up on 
the bulletin board in the narthex.������������

 
 

Sunday, August 8 
(only one service at 10:30 am) 

 

Noon Potluck with a farewell 
program for Intern Tom 
following the service. 

 
 
Disposing of Furnishings 
from Intern Apartment   
Intern Tom will be moving out of 
his apartment on August 10.  If 
you have donated items for the 
intern’s apartment, that you 
would like returned, please 
contact Christina Burns or 
Pastor by Aug. 8.  If we do not 
hear from you by then, items will 
be disposed of at the discretion of 
the Properties Committee. 

 
 

Wednesdays 
“Pause & Praise” 

Come and join us 
for these midweek activities! 

 

6:30 pm, 8/4 - Movie Night 
6:30 pm,8/11 - Picnic/Yard Games 
6:30 pm, 8/18 - Dominoes &   
                    watermelon 
6:30 pm., 8/25 - Goofy Golf & DQ 
 

 
Confirmation Orientation  

For 2010-2012 Class 
Tuesday Aug. 24, 6:30 pm 
We invite all youth entering 6th - 
8th grades to join our Confirmation 
program. Classes are on 
Wednesdays after school. We will 
discuss the 2 yr. program, Mentors, 
schedules and rides. Join us! 

  
 

Please be certain to notify the 
church office of 
your student’s 
new address and 
we will put them 
on the newsletter 
mailing list. 
 

       Church Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Church Secretary: Sallie Flesner 

 
Pastor Otte is off on Mondays. 

 

Deadlines   
Bulletin Items: Wednesdays 
Newsletter: 15 th of the Month 
 

Sunday Worship  
 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Child Care provided 7:45 a.m. to 

Noon for ages 5 & under.����
 

Midweek “Pause & Praise”   
6:30 pm Wednesdays 
No Fellowship Meal 

 during August 
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All women are welcome.  You 
don’t need knowledge/skill of 
quilting to do this. These are 
simple “tie quilts”.  Join us! 
 
�

 
�  Sharon Kelley ORL Volunteer 
of the Year. 
�  Jill Childers, Caroline Price, 
Tom Herstedt & Andy West for 
past service on council. 
�  Rick Richert, JoAnn Neisz and 
Sandy Shaffer for agreeing to 
serve on Council in the future. 
�  Curtis Hayes for agreeing to 
serve as Treasurer again. 
�  Those who mow the lawn and 
care for the garden. 
�  Mabel Hayes for Sunday treats 
when Rev. Mwasakifwa was here. 
�  All who brought food for the 
MMM 25th Anniversary. 
�  All who are helping with 
Summer Sunday School. 
�   Intern Tom for all of his work 

on the web site & the email 
notification system. 

 

Save the Date: Red Cross 
Blood Drive Sept. 26 

There must be two months 
between your donation times; so if 
you want to give at ORL you 
cannot give after July 26.  
 

 

 

Thrivent News 
 

Sharon Kelley 
��� �  Volunteer of the Year 

 

 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
recognized Sharon Kelley as the 
“ORL 2010 Volunteer of the 
Year”.  Sharon has been a 
tremendous conduit of assistance 
to our men & women in the armed 
services. She has traveled 
extensively and has been a shining 
witness for her faith and ORL. 
She is always willing to help with 
items at ORL as well. She truly 
has embodied ORL’s mission of 
“Caring & Sharing the Gospel”.  



START COLLECTING 
FOR: 

Lutheran World Relief 
����

Begin collecting for the 
Lutheran World Relief 
“Ingathering” (“Bundles of Love”) 
Start collecting items for the 
Health kits, Sewing kits, and 
School kits now!  You can choose 
either to build an entire kit yourself 
(preferred) or to donate in quantity 
any of the items that go into a kit.  
Bags for School Kits are on the 
table in the narthex.   
 
Do not add other items or leave out any of 
the items listed. Give new items only, 
except where noted otherwise.  Do not 
donate items with any religious symbols, 
messages, items with ORL’s name, items 
decorated with the US flag, patriotic or 
military symbols or camouflage. Do not 
enclose any kits/contents in plastic bags. 
 
Health Kits  
(Do not include toothpaste.) 

�  one hand towel, dark color 
�  one washcloth, dark color 
�  one bath-size bar of soap 
�  one adult size toothbrush (in 

original container) 

�  one sturdy tooth comb 
(removing packaging) 

�  one metal nail file, or nail 
clippers with file attached 
(do not substitute cardboard emery 
boards) 

�  6 band-aids (secure with rubber 
band) 

Wrap smaller items in 
washcloth; wrap washcloth & 
remaining items in towel-tie 
securely with ribbon or yarn.  

 

Sewing Kits 
�  Cotton or cotton-blend 

fabric (no knits or 100% 
polyester) 

    2 ¼ yd. of 60�� wide fabric or 
    3 yds. 44�� wide fabric or 
    4 yds. 36�� wide fabric 
�  one package of 10-15 

needles for hand sewing 
�  one spool of matching 

thread, 250-300 yds. 
�  6-10 average size buttons 

(1/2�  and ¾�  preferred) 

Wrap sewing notions inside fabric 
and tie with string, yarn or strip of 
fabric. 
 
Sewing Fabric Additional fabric 
for the recipients of sewing kits 
provides fabric for extra sewing 
practice, to make clothing for 
themselves or clothing to sell. 
Cotton or cotton-blend fabric (no 
knits or 100% polyester) 
�   2 ¼ yd. of 60" fabric or 
�   3 yds. of 44" wide fabric or 
�   4 yds. of 36 " wide fabric 
Fold each piece separately when 
packing. 
 
School Kits 

�  Notebooks of wide- or 
college-ruled 8 x 10 ½�   
containing 150-200 sheets 
of paper (no loose-leaf 
paper) If using 70-count 
notebooks, include 3 total. 

�  one blunt scissors 
�  one 30-centimeter ruler, or a 

ruler with centimeters on 
one side and inches on the 
other 

�  one pencil sharpener 
�  6 new unsharpened #2 

pencils with erasers, tied 
with rubber band 

�  one eraser approximately  
2 ½�  long 

�  12 sheets of construction 
paper in assorted colors 

�  one box of 16 or 24 crayons 
�  ORL quilters will make 

book bags & have them on 
the table in the narthex. 

Remove any excess packaging and 
pack items in the bag, fold handles 
over, and secure with two large 
rubber bands or tie with yarn. 
 
Layettes 
�  2 lightweight cotton shirts or 
Onesies (or similar item) 
�  2 long- or short-sleeve gowns or 
sleeper (with or without feet) 
�  4 cloth diapers, flat fold 
preferred with 2 diaper pins or 2 
large metal safety pins 
�  1 sweater or sweatshirt (sweaters 
may be knitted or crocheted, made 

from heavy double knits or fleece.  
Preferred styles have buttons or 
ties down the front. 
�  2 washcloths (full size) 
�  1 bath-size bar of gentle soap  
�  2 receiving blankets, medium 
weight cotton or flannel, crochet or 
knitted - suggest size 36�� x 36��

�  Wrap items in one of the 
receiving blankets and secure with 
diaper pins. 
 
 

If you have any questions, see 
Pastor Otte or Sandy Shaffer. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010-2011 Sunday School 
 

Sunday, September 12 
 at 9:15 am                        

  

Theme: “God’s Creation” 
 

Come and enjoy a great day 
of crafts, music and learning 
to kick-off our new Sunday 
School year. Make a pledge 
(parents and students!) to be in 
Sunday School every week this 
year! If you can teach Sunday 
School this year, please see me. 

 

       Come join us on Rally Day! 
Jean Wise, S. S. Superintendent 

 
 

Sunday School Teachers 
Needed -- Can you volunteer a 
Sunday during August? Materials 
from the One Room Sunday School 
curriculum will be available for 
our Sunday School program.  I 
would be willing to help you 
prepare for your lesson.  See me if 
you have any questions. Thank 
you!   Jean Wise  (993-8632) 



 
School Supplies Are Needed! 
 

It is again time to gather school 
supplies for LSSI children.  These 
children are with their Foster Care 
Program, Family First Program, 
Prisoner and Family Ministry and 
Counseling Clients.  They are 
serving between 200-250 children. 
 

Supplies needed are: 
pencils        crayons       scissors 
rulers         markers      glue/paste 
erasers       notebooks/paper 
 --Back packs are always needed-- 
 

Please bring these school 
supplies to the Marion Office at 
1616 West Main Street or place 
in the box in the narthex. 
 

These supplies are needed 
especially at the beginning of the 
school year but since we have new 
children all year long, your 
donations are always needed all 
the time during the year. 
 

Yarn is again needed by the 
Marion Federal Prison where 
they crochet teddy bears for 
children visiting their parents in 
the county jail.  This does not 
have to be new yarn. 
 

Thank you for always being there 
to help us with these special 
projects. If you have any 
questions, please call me at 618-
942-6203. 

Janice Heilener, LSSI 
 

�  
 

Dear ORL Partners in Ministry, 
 

We completed our Summer 
Storybook events where 264 
children received books and tapes 
from their 119 parents with the 
help of 29 volunteers.  Seven of 
those volunteers were from ORL. 
 

We thank God that your church 
supports this ministry.  Eight 

ELCA congregations sent 
volunteers this season with an 
additional 3 churches participating.  
This is a loving outreach to 
incarcerated parents and an 
extension of their love to the 
children.  One father was so 
prepared when speaking to his 
child on the records: “I miss you 
and love you.  You inspire me, and 
you inspire your mommy.  
Remember what I taught you when 
we were together.  You are always 
in my heart, big girl.”  He was so 
grateful. And I am grateful, as 
well.  This is “God’s Work and 
Our Hands.” 
 

Holy Spirit Blessings, 
 

Jane Otte, Executive Director 
Prisoner and Family Ministry 
 

 

 
2010-2011  
Council 
Elected 

 

Connie Ashe, President/Worship           
Dean Snider, V. Pres./Stewardship 
+Curtis Hayes, Treasurer 
Christina Burns, Secretary/Prop.           
Tom Slinkard, Properties 
Dawn Schuetz, Education 
Donna Crees, Worship 
*JoAnn Neisz, Worship 
*Sandy Shaffer, Christian Service 
*Rick Richert, Properties 
Need  volunteer, Witness/Fell. 
*New Council Member 
+Re-elected 
 

�  Adopted a Budget for FY 
2010-2011 of $171,630. 
 

�  Sharon Kelley Named 
Volunteer of the Year. 
 

�  Thanked Jill Childers - 6 yrs.; 
Caroline Price – 6 yrs.; Tom 
Herstedt – 3 yrs.; and Andy West 
– 1 yr. for their council service. 
 

�  Voted to purchase new HVAC 
for the entire building and 
finance with a loan off budget. 
Decisions will be made by an Ad 

Hoc Committee of informed 
members and the Properties 
Committee.  
 

�  Pastor Otte urged support of 
special offerings this 35th 
Anniversary Year for the Intern 
Program; so we can return to it in 
2011-2012. 
 

�  Intern Tom thanked the 
congregation for a great 
internship year. 
 

 
 

Adult Inquiry Class 
Forming- Beginning 

Sunday, Sept. 12 at 6 pm 
 

Adult Inquiry Class 
is a ten-week course 
covering the basics 
of our Christian faith 
from a Lutheran 
perspective.  We 
hope to begin this 
fall and will meet Sundays from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Child care is 
provided and we break at 7:00 pm 
for light refreshments.  There is 
neither cost nor obligation to join 
ORL.  However, it is required for 
those who seek membership and 
are not confirmed Lutheran.  It is 
also a great course for confirmed 
Lutherans who would like to 
deepen their understanding of the 
Lutheran faith.  It is taught by 
Pastor Otte--contact him. 

 
 
State Sales Tax Holiday 
August 6 - August 15 During 
this 10 day period you can 
purchase certain items less the 5% 
state sales tax.  For more 
information see flyer on bulletin 
board or go to 
www.tax.illinois.gov. 

 
����

All-Church Yard Sale 
Sat. September 4 -- Start 
thinking about what you have to 
donate to this fundraiser. More 
details will be coming. 


